Diverse functions of p120ctn in tumors.
p120ctn is a member of the Armadillo protein family. It stabilizes the cadherin-catenin adhesion complex at the plasma membrane, but also has additional roles in the cytoplasm and nucleus. Extensive alternative mRNA splicing and multiple phosphorylation sites generate additional complexity. Evidence is emerging that complete loss, downregulation or mislocalization of p120ctn correlates with progression of different types of human tumors. It remains to be determined whether a causal relationship exists between specific isoform expression, subcellular localization or selective phosphorylation of p120ctn on the one hand and tumor prognosis on the other.